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Executive Order 11-13

Strengthening State Agency Environmental, Energy and
Transportation Sustainability

I, Mark Dayton, Governor of the State of Minnesota, by virtue of the authority vested in
me by the Constitution and applicable statutes, do hereby issue this Executive Order:

Whereas, operation of Minnesota state government impacts pollution, energy and
climate issues, and

Whereas, pollution prevention reduces pollution at its source rather than treating or
controlling pollution after it has been created; and

Whereas, conservation of energy resources is an effective means of mitigating the
demand pressures for energy consumption and reducing the climate impacts from
greenhouse gas emissions; and

Whereas, the State of Minnesota B3 Energy Benchmarking program is an energy
management tool available to state agencies and local governments to improve the energy
performance of their buildings; and

Whereas, the Sustainable 2030 program will provide opportunities for continued
education and training for Minnesota designers, engineers and building operators to
achieve building performance standards; and



Whereas, information and education on ways to reduce individual and work-related air
pollution is an effective means of reducing overall air pollution, especially during air
pollution alert days when weather and other factors result in elevated levels of air
pollution; and

Whereas, Minnesota has set aggressive goals for securing a future that incorporates great
use of clean energy and reduces the state’s greenhouse gas emissions, including the goals
of reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 80 percent by 2050 and the goal of having 25
percent of our energy come from renewable energy resources by the year 2025; and

Whereas, state government is a large purchaser of goods and services, and has the
potential to significantly impact the market for environmentally preferable goods and
services; and

Whereas, Minnesota Statutes § 115A.48, subdivision 3, directs public agencies to
implement purchasing practices that can be used to positively impact the environment;
and

Whereas, the State of Minnesota is committed to supporting sustainable forestry
practices; and

Whereas, state government should be a leader in adopting renewable fuel practices that
further national fuel diversity and long-term energy, security, environmental, and
economic goals; and

Whereas, compared to other states, Minnesota has a unique economic advantage in the
ability to produce clean, renewable, domestic fuels; and

Whereas, state government should lead by example and provide a model for business
and private citizens in promoting practices and policies that often result in cost savings
and increased efficiencies as well as enhanced environmental and health protection and
job creation; and

Whereas, state government is in a unique position to demonstrate the environmental
benefits of energy conservation; and

Whereas, state government, through changes in daily operations, ongoing programs, and
long-range plans is able to have a significant positive impact on the environment,
economic efficiency and character of communities, and

Whereas, the Minnesota Environmental Policy Act, Minnesota Statutes, chapter 116D,
directs all departments of the state to promote efforts that will prevent or eliminate
damage to the environment, and to improve and coordinate state plans, functions,
programs and resources to carry out this policy;


















